Adjustable Universal 
Four-Bladed 
Enlarging Easel 


INSTRUCTIONS 


U1417 Adjustable Universal Four-Bladed Enlarging Easel 


Your new Saunders Universal Four-Bladed Enlarging Easel has been designed to give you 


years of trouble-free service. 


It will handle all paper sizes up to 11x14" with four-bladed masking and border adjustment 
from a hairline to 1-1/4". By removing the masking assembly, the easel converts to a 14x17" 


Single Size with fixed 3/16" borders. 


Your easel was handcrafted, aligned, tested, and inspected before leaving our Rochester, 
New York factory. We stand behind our products with a Limited 5-Year Warranty which covers 
any and all defects in materials and workmanship. Normal wear and tear to surface finishes, 
and damage due to accident, abuse or neglect are the only exclusions. 


1. Base: Made of heavy gauge stretcher leveled steel 
which assures optimum flatness. 


2. Hold-Open Bar: Spring loaded, with positive click stop 
positioning to hold frame open. Automatically releases 
to close. This lock-open device leaves both hands free 
for inserting paper. 


3. 4x5" Paper Stop: A removable guide which is used to 
compensate the lower (5x7") paper slot when using 
4x5" paper. 


4. Scales: Calibration scales are marked in increments of 
1/8" from the center of the easel and indicate the 
actual image area defined by the position of the 
blades. 


5. Paper Holding Slots: Three full-length slots for 
standard 5x7", 8x10" and 11x14" papers. Use paper 
with respect to the border scales. Non-standard 
intermediate formats can be accommodated as well. 
Full length slots ensure exact registration by 
preventing skewing of the paper. 


6. Center Masking Blades: Exclusive, extra-wide, 


stainless steel blades allow individual border 
adjustments and hold paper flat. Because blades mask 
towards center, the easel remains centered on one 
enlarger lens axis even when making small prints. 


7. Front Catch: Locks masking frame to ensure paper 


flatness when using curly paper. 


8. Masking assembly: Mask is removable for making 


fixed 3/16" borders on 14x17" paper. Mask can also 
be used separately as a cropping tool for copy camera 
work. 


9. Outer Frame: Functions as mask carrier as well as 


single size border frame for 14x17" paper. 


10. Blade Positioning Slides: These slides move the 


masking blades, providing accurate and stepless 
border control. 


11. Non-Skid Base Pads: Twin, full length, non-skid 


rubber pads prevent easel movement during loading 
or unloading (not shown). 


Opening and Closing the Easel: 
Raise the frame and press on the 
edge of Hold-Open Bar to lock 
easel in the open position for 
loading. To CLOSE, simply lift the 
frame slightly to release the spring 
loaded hold-open bar 


Setting Borders: 

Position blades by moving slides. 
Scales indicate the actual image 
area defined by the inside edges 
of the blades. For example, setting 
'8" on the side scales and "10" on 
the top and bottom scales will set 
the blades for an 8x10" image 
area. If you are printing on 8x10' 
and want a 1/4" border all around, 
move each slide (blade) in two 
increments. Each increment 
equals blade movement of 1/8". 


Loading: 

Grasp sheet at side edges, as 
shown, and angle paper 
downward into appropriate paper 
slot. Slide paper to the LEFT 
against the end of the slot for 
correct registration. 


Further Information to Help You Get The Most From Your New Easel 


Blade Mechanism: 

As a matter of good operating practice, and to prevent unnecessary wear and tear of the blade mechanism and 
easel finish, always raise the frame enough to lift the blades free from the base when making format adjustments. 
Small blade changes such as when "fine tuning" the borders can be made when the frame is down. 


Paper Variation: 

You may find a considerable variation in the normal sizes of enlarger paper. Dimensions may vary as much as 1/16" 
among manufacturer's, paper types and lots. On an ordinary easel you might never notice this, but Saunders Easels 
have very accurate calibrations, so if at times a scale seems to be off, measure paper with a steel ruler to confirm 
the exact dimensions. Our easels are set to precise mylar masters, but paper will vary. It is best to check border size 
directly on the print, if your working to very exact tolerances. 


Focusing: ? 

Most professionals prefer to focus on paper. Nevertheless, our special Focal Yellow™ presents an ideal focusing 
surface. It affords good contrast and a bright easy-to-see image, even with the lens stopped down. Moreover, this 
special finish prevents flare through the back of the paper during exposure. 


Use of the 4x5" Paper Stop: 

The three paper slots ensure that the paper is always centered with respect to the calibration scales for any of the 
paper formats. When using a 4x5" paper, a paper stop is provided to reduce the size of the lowest (5x7") slot so the 
4x5" sheet will be centered. To use, position the stop in the lowest slot and slide it full left. You can now insert the 
paper vertically against the paper stop and it will match up with the calibration scales. 


Care Of Your Easel: J 

Your easel requires no special care, except the following should be observed to ensure many years of 

satisfactory use: 

¢ Raise the frame when moving blades to avoid dragging them over base 

¢ Do not pile other equipment on top of easel. 

¢ Use a dry stick lubricant once or twice a year, rubbing it into the adjusting tracks on the underside of the 
masking assembly. 


mm Technical Information 


SPECIFICATIONS METRIC EASELS 
Max. Paper Size: 11x14" with four-blade mask Saunders U1417 are available in either inch or metric 
14x17" with mask removed styles. For further information contact Saunders. These 
Min. Paper Size: x2" easels are similar but not interchangeable. The paper 
Min. Border Size: Hairline with Four-Bladed slots for our metric easels are designed for 13x18cm, 
Dimensions: U1417: 14-1/2x17-1/2x1/8" 18x24cm, 24x30cm paper. Although inch paper can be 
UA1417: 14-1/2x17-1/2x1" used with metric easels and vice-versa, the scales will 
Weight: U1417: 6 Ibs. 12 oz. not match the paper, and borders would have to be 
UA1417: 10 Ibs. 4 oz. determined by use of a ruler. For your reference the 
following chart provides the metric equivalents: 


Standard Inch Metric 
Formats Equivalent 
4x5" 10.2x12.7em 
5x7" 12.7x17.8em 
8x10" 20.3x25.4cem 
11x14" 27.9x35.6cm 
16x20° 40.6x50.8cm 
20x24" 50.8x61.0cem 
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